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SYNOPSIS
The action occurs in a small American town, circa 1952.



ACT I
It's noontime on a hot summer day, and the townsfolk poetically describe the joys of taking a break from labor. In Adina's 
Diner, Adina and Giannetta rush to manage the lunch business. At the edge of the crowd, as always, is shy Nemorino, a 
gas station attendant, who is deeply in love with Adina but is intimidated by her position, beauty, and education. Adina 
laughs out loud at a book she is reading, and at the prodding of her customers, reads aloud the story of the magical elixir 
of love that united Tristan and Isolde. Sgt. Belcore, the new Army recruiter, has also taken a shine to Adina and loses no 
time in marching into the diner to propose to her, much to Nemorino's dismay; but Adina is not so easily conquered. When 
Belcore departs, Nemorino begs a word with her. He confesses his feelings for her, but Adina rejects him, too. She gently 
dissuades his pursuit; but Nemorino is frustrated by Adina’s casual attitude towards love, and she by his persistence.

In the street outside there is great excitement; a traveling medicine show has arrived, starring Dr. Dulcamara, who is 
selling a miraculous elixir which will cure anything. Nemorino begs for an elixir of love, offering all his scant savings. 
Dulcamara sells him such a potion with the admonition that it will take 24 hours to take effect (which will give the doctor 
time to blow town before it is discovered that the potion is actually a bottle of Bordeaux). Nemorino starts to work right 
away and, being unused to drink, quickly becomes inebriated. His inhibitions lowered, he rather smugly anticipates his 
coming success and turns the tables on Adina, playing hard to get. Adina is confused and disturbed, and when Belcore 
appears again to press his suit, she capriciously agrees to marry him the following week. Just then, an order arrives for 
Belcore; he must deploy the next day. He urges Adina to marry him immediately. Adina, noticing Nemorino’s distress, 
agrees, despite his desperate pleading, and departs with Belcore, leaving him to be mocked by Giannetta and the 
townsfolk. 

ACT II
An impromptu dinner celebrating Adina's and Belcore's impending nuptials is underway in the diner, with Dulcamara as a 
guest of honor. Adina is both annoyed and regretful that Nemorino is not in attendance and delays signing the marriage 
contract. When all at last leave to witness the signing of the marriage contract, Nemorino arrives, and begs the doctor for 
help. The only solution is another bottle of elixir; but Dulcamara will not give it to him until he produces more money. 
Belcore returns, confused because Adina has postponed their nuptuals until evening, and discovers Nemorino in deep 
despair.  Realizing that money is the cause, Belcore convinces the hapless young man to join the army for its generous 
signing bonus.

Meanwhile, Giannetta has discovered that Nemorino's uncle has passed away, leaving Nemorino a very wealthy man. 
She spreads the news to the ladies of the town. When Nemorino returns, ignorant of his good fortune and reeling from the 
effects of a second bottle of wine, the women fawn over him and he is convinced that the elixir is doing its job. 

Adina now sees Nemorino being courted by all the women in town and is startled and upset. She begins to realize her 
mistake; but she also knows that Belcore tricked Nemorino and wants to make it right. Nemorino, egged on by Giannetta 
and basking in the attention of the ladies, at first enjoys her discomfort and the fact that she now is the jealous one. 
Dulcamara claims the credit and tries to sell Adina some elixir of her own, but she rejects it and departs, saying that she 
will win Nemorino back with her sincere repentance and love. Nemorino sees a tear in her eye and realizes that she does 
truly love him. When she returns, she has purchased his enlistment papers so that he can be free and will not have to 
leave the little town he loves. Nemorino declares that if she does not love him, he will die a soldier; and moved, Adina 
confesses her love.

Belcore returns with Dulcamara and the other townfolk and grumpily admits defeat, declaring that there are plenty of fish 
in the sea. Dulcamara claims victory and touts his now famous elixir of love as he departs, celebrated by the happy lovers 
and the people of the town.

BACKGROUND
L’elisir d’amore is one of the most beloved and frequently performed of all Donizetti’s operas. It combines touching 
romance and hilarious comedy with beautiful music, including Nemorino’s enchanting aria ‘Una furtiva lagrima’. The 
opera’s premiere in Milan in 1832 was a triumph and secured Donizetti’s place as one of the leading Italian opera 
composers of his day. Between 1838 and 1848, it was the most performed opera in Italy. Donizetti deftly brings his 
characters alive with a sparkling score: Nemorino’s love for Adina is expressed through lyrical arias; Adina’s animated, 



flamboyant style softens as her feelings towards Nemorino begin to change – and all the while Dulcamara, irrepressible 
showman that he is, endlessly chatters away.

The libretto was written by Felice Romani, as an Italian adaptation of Daniel Auber’s Le philtre. Romani utilized classic 
character tropes embedded in the names of each character, like the war hero, Belcore (Braveheart), the simple lover-boy, 
Nemorino (Little Nobody), and the witch doctor, Dulcamara (Bittersweet) who serves up sweet elixirs with bitter effects. 
Drawing upon the ancient story of Tristan and Isolde, L’elisir d’amore will whisk you away on a romantic adventure with 
each of our colorful characters. 

ABOUT SPOTLIGHT
Spotlight on Opera is an artistic entrepreneur and professional development program dedicated to providing high quality 
training and performance opportunities for career track and avocational singers aged 15 and up. We believe that opera is 
for everybody - singers well on their way to a place on the professional stage, singers who just want to dip their toes in 
wonderful world of opera, die-hard opera fans and folks who don't yet know how much they are going to love opera.

Now in our 11th Season, we are hosted by Texas State University in San Marcos.  Our four-week summer program 
features classes in the business of singing, finances, acting, and more; full opera productions, scenes, and concerts; 
master classes with the industry's movers and shakers; a student directing program; audition videos and headshots for all 
participants; and more.

We also maintain a presence in Austin and throughout Central Texas with touring children's opera and concerts.

Spotlight on Opera is open to classical and musical theatre singers of all ages and aspirations, whether they aspire to a 
stage career or just want to sing for fun and personal enrichment. Our caring staff of professional opera singers, pianists, 
and educators works with each singer to provide guidance and growth as an artist. We strive to give every singer a 
chance to experience the spotlight for themselves, and to bring our audience members creative, fun, intimate, and high-
quality performances.

SPOTLIGHT’S 2017 SUMMER SEASON

                             
The Coyotes and the Rabbits    L’enfant et les sortileges/Trouble in Tahiti                                  Prince Orlovsky’s Ball        L’Elisir d’amore
August 1, 11:00am-12:00pm    July 22 & 23                 July 29 & 30        August 5 & 6
The Thinkery, Austin, TX    Texas State PAC Recital Hall                 Texas State PAC Recital Hall        Texas State Harrison 
Theatre

CAST BIOS
TRINIDAD TEJADAS AGOSTO (CHORUS). El Paso, TX. King, The True Story of Cinderella; Christ Lutheran Church;Melchior, Amahl 
& the Night Visitors, St. Mary’s University; el Gallo, The Fantasticks, St. Mary’s University.

ANNA BALAN (CHORUS). Soprano Anna Balan is a junior in Vocal Performance. She has appeared as Susan in Narnia – The Musical and was a 
soloist for the Ashington National Balalaika Orchestra. Anna won first place in her age category at the Golden Voices of America 
Competition at Carnegie Hall. She has performed in the ensembles of LadyBird and The Marriage of Figaro with Texas State Opera 
Theater, and in a production of Hello Dolly as Ernestina with the Freiberg Theater in Germany. She studies under Ron Ulen.



EVAN BROWN (NEMORINO). Tenor Evan Brown began his schooling at the University of Texas at Austin where he studied under 
Metropolitan Opera Tenor William Lewis. He graduated with a Bachelor of Music in 2013. Since that time, he has been singing with the 
Austin Opera Chorus. He has sung Amelia’s servant in Un Ballo in Maschera and Ed Mavole in Kevin Puts’ modern work, The 
Manchurian Candidate, and acted as the Notary (spoken) in La fille du regiment, all with Austin Opera. He has also been featured in 
concert with the Austin Gilbert and Sullivan Society. In the fall, he will begin his Masters at Southern Methodist University under Clifton 
Forbis.

LEE SCARBOROUGH CHAPPELL (ADINA). Soprano Lee Scarborough Chappell is a native of Springfield, Missouri but is not unfamiliar 
with Texas, having received her undergraduate degree at Texas Christian University. Chappell is a recent graduate of Cleveland Institute 
of Music’s Professional Studies program, where she studied with Mary Schiller. She most recently performed Suor Genovieffa in CIM’s 
production of Suor Angelica. Chappell was also a featured orchestra soloist with the University of Miami’s program in Salzburg. There she 
sang Zerlina excerpts from Don Giovanni and received Honorable Mention in the Mirabel Schloss Competition. Her fully staged roles 

include Second Lady and Papagena (Die Zauberflöte), Zerlina (Don Giovanni), and Just Jeannette (Penhorwood’s Too Many Sopranos). She has also 
performed Adele from Die Fledermaus, Adina from L’elisir d’amore, Marcelline from Fidelio, and Sister Constance from Dialogues of the Carmelites in 
scene productions with CIM and Texas Christian University.

TEE CRINCOLI (CHORUS). New Jersey soprano Tee Crincoli has been a featured soloist with groups such as NJ Intercollegiate 
Band, Chorus of Communities, and Rutgers Kirkpatrick Choir. Past operatic credits include: Candide (Cunegonde), Cendrillon (Second 
Spirit), The Beggar’s Opera (Suky Tawdry) and scenes from Adelson e Salvini (Nelly), La Fille du Régiment (Marie) and Hänsel und 
Gretel (Gretel) with Opera at Rutgers. An avid lover of contemporary music, Crincoli collaborated with composers at New Music on the 
Point in Vermont (2013) to premiere new chamber works for voice and various instruments, and has sung masterclasses with Tom 
Cipullo, Daron Hagen, and Nico Castel. Equally at home on stage and behind a piano, Tee has been an active freelance keyboardist in 
the NJ musical theater community for over 4 years, most recently in Centenary University’s 2017 production of Young Frankenstein. 

Crincoli is a graduate of Mason Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers University (B.M. ’14, magna cum laude) and continues to study voice with soprano 
Judith Nicosia.  When not “music-ing” Tee can be found volunteering on the Board of Trustees at The Pride Center of New Jersey.

ANDREW DAUNAIS (CHORUS). Andrew Daunais, a baritone from Collierville, TN, is a senior at Austin Peay State University. During his 
time at APSU he has taken a very active role in the opera program on campus, performing in workshop scenes and the spring opera each 
year. As a freshman he received the role of Norton from Rossini’s La Cambiale di Matrimonio. Since then he has performed the roles of 
David from Barber’s A Hand of Bridge and John Wellington Wells from Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Sorcerer. He has also participated in 
summer programs with Opera Memphis Summer Conservatory, NYU Classical Voice Intensive, and is excited for this new opportunity 
with Spotlight on Opera. 

BLAYKE DRURY (CHORUS). Blayke Drury, mezzo-soprano, is a senior at Baylor University and hails from Keller, TX. She is 
pursuing a Bachelor’s of Music in Vocal Performance, and studies with Dr. Randall Umstead. Her previous roles include Prince 
Orlovsky in Die Fledermaus, Aldonza in The Man of La Mancha, and Ramiro in La finta giardiniera. This is her first time participating in 
a summer program, and she is very excited to be performing with Spotlight on Opera this season.

MICAH ESAU (CHORUS). Oklahoma soprano Micah Esau is making her Spotlight on Opera debut this season. She holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree from the University of Central Oklahoma, where she studied voice with Pamela K. Green. While at UCO, she performed 
in several Opera Department productions including Lola in Gallantry, Angelina in Trial by Jury, First Witch in Dido and Aeneas, Sally in 
Die Fledermaus, and Giannetta in L’elisir d’amore. She was also a featured artist in master classes given by Soprano Sarah Coburn 
and opera director James de Blasis. She attended Music in the Marche in Mondavio, Italy, under the direction of Jeffrey Peterson. She 
currently resides in Oklahoma City and studies voice with Andrea Hanson.

MARK HOCKENBERRY (BELCORE). Mark Hockenberry, baritone, from Hanover, Pennsylvania, is a second year graduate student 
pursuing a Master’s degree in Vocal Performance at the University of Arizona. Mr. Hockenberry has been recognized not only for his 
commanding stage presence, but also for his excellent showmanship. Mark last appeared as Le Geolier in Francis Poulenc’s Dialogues of 
the Carmelites. Mark is looking forward to future performances as Belcore in Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’amore, and Tarquinius in Benjamin 
Britten’s The Rape of Lucretia. Mark has appeared as a soloist numerous times in the Tucson community, performing selected arias for 
Arizona Opera Guild of Southern Arizona, as well as a bass soloist in Haydn’s The Seven Last Words of Christ, Dietrich Buxtehude’s 

Membra Jesu Nostri, Schubert’s Mass in G, and Mozart’s Vesperae Solennis de Confessore. Contributing to Mark’s operatic conquest, he placed 3rd in 
Arizona Opera Guild’s Annual Quest for the Best, as well as took home 1st Place in the Larry Day Memorial Vocal Competition. Mark studies under the 
direction of Dr. Hugo Vera at the university and is looking forward to his new position as a graduate teaching assistant.

KYLE LOPEZ (CHORUS). Kyle Lopez will soon be a junior at Texas State University, and has recently completed his Associate of Arts 
degree at Collin College in the DFW metroplex. He studies Vocal Performance & Business. He has appeared as the Pirate King in Collin 
College's production of The Pirates of Penzance and Antonio in Mozart's Le Nozze de Figaro on the Amalfi Coast Festival in Italy last 
summer. At Texas State, he has most recently studied with Brigitte Bellini.

JAIMIE LOWE (CHORUS). Originally from the San Francisco area, mezzo-soprano Jaimie Lowe received her B.M. in Vocal Performance 
from Lawrence University in 2011.  Most recently, she sang the role of Kate in The Pirates of Penzance with the Gilbert and Sullivan 


